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provided that every person acting as gang-master should previously obtain a license from the justices, on proof that he was a person of good character, and fit to be trusted with the control of a gang. ISTo child under eight years of age was to be employed; no females were to work in the same gang as men; and, when females were employed, a licensed female gang-mistress was to be present. From the first the Act was to a great extent evaded or disregarded. Although penalties were imposed upon every breach of the Act, no machinery of inspection or prosecution was provided; it was nobody's business to see that the Act was observed, and it was therefore not observed.
Shortly after the passing of this Act were published the elaborate inquiries of the Commission appointed in 1867 to investigate the employment of children, young persons, and women, in agriculture.l The facts brought to light showed abundant scope for State interference, but no useful results have followed except as regards the compulsory education of agricultural children. This was specially provided for by the Agricultural Children Act, 1873 (36 and 37 Viet cap. 67), which, however, was repealed for no very clear reason by the Elementary Education Act of 1876, the provisions of which were substituted. But section 16 of the Agricultural Children Act had already repealed so much of the fourth section of the Agricultural Gangs Act as related to children, and this repeal holds good. It seems to follow that the remainder of this fourth section, relating to mixed gangs and female gang-mistresses, probably entirely inoperative, together with the provisions of the Elementary Educa-!'Parliamentary Papers, 1867-8 [4068 and i], 1868-9 [4202 and i.]